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By Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Sir/Madam:

Re: Allegan County Democratic Committee, (Committee ID: )
and Benjamin Clark, Treasurer
MUR

Enclosed for filing please find the original aud three (3) copies of the Complaint in the
above-referenced matter.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C.
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In the mailer of:

Allegan County Democratic Committee
(Committee ID: )
and Benjamin Clark, Treasurer

Cooney for Congress Committee
(Committee ID: C004S2011)
and Robert Snyder, Treasurer

COMPLAINT

NOW COMES Jeff Timrner of 520 Seymour Avenue, Lansing, Michigan 48933, and
hereby files this Complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(l) and 11 C.F.R. § 111.4 against the
Allegan County Democratic Committee, Benjamin Clark, Treasurer (hereinafter referred to as
the "Committee"), Cooney for Congress Committee, Robert Snyder, Treasurer (hereinafter
referred to as "Cooney"), and states the following:

1. The Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Democratic
Party for the County of Allegan, State of Michigan and is a local party organization pursuant to
11 C.F.R. § I00.14(b).

2. Cooney is the principal campaign committee for Don Cooney, who was a
candidate for the United States House of Representatives for the 6th District of the State of
Michigan.

3. According to 11 C.FJR. § 100.5(c), a local party organization becomes a political
committee when, during a calendar year, it "spends more than $1,000 in contributions and other
expenditures." Page 1 of Campaign Guide for Political Party ^•°IUmittefts (August 2007)
published by the Federal Election Commission.

4. The Committee is registered as a county political party committee pursuant to ihe
Michigan Campaign Finance Act As a county political party committee, the Committee files
periodic campaign finance reports wilh the Michigan Department of State. See Exhibit 1
attached hereto for the Committee's address and telephone number, and the Committee
Treasurer's address and telephone number.

5. Each campaign finance report filed by the Committee contains the following
verification:

MICHIGAN REPUBLICAN
SHCCHIA-WhJShR KKPIU1I -ICAN CUNTFR ' "

520 SkYMfN.-H AVHNUE • LANSING. MICHIGAN 489JJ
I-877-GOP-2006 (467-2006) • www.migop.oig /£/? rr.o ,

^-" P I: 07

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Paid for by Michigan Republican Party with regulated funds.
Nor authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.
520 Seymour Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933 * www.migop.org



"I certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of this
statement and attached schedules (if any) and Co the best of my knowledge and
belief the contents are true, accurate and complete."

6. As indicated by the Committee's own verified campaign finance statements filed
with the Michigan Department of State, the Committee made the following direct contributions
in connection with federal elections during calendar year 2008:

Exhibit No.
2
3

Date
October 1, 2008
October 20, 2008

Candidate
Cooney for Congress
Cooney for Congress

TOTAL

Amount
$1.000.00
51,000.00
$2,000.00

7. Accordingly, during calendar year 2008, the Committee spent more than $1,000
in contributions and other expenditures in connection with federal elections.

8. As indicated on page 1 of the Campaign Guide for Political Party Committees
(August 2007), published by the Federal Election Commission, the Committee had ten (10) days
(or by October 30,2008) to file with the Federal Election Commission FEC Form 1 and register
as a political committee. See 11 C.F.R. § 100.5(c) and 11 C.F.R. § 102.1(d).

9. Upon information and belief, to date, the Committee has failed to register with the
Federal Election Commission as apolitical committee.

10. According to the 2008 Post-General Report filed by Cooney, Cooney failed to
report the SI,000 contribution received from the Committee on or about October 20, 2008, in
violation of Cooney's responsibility to file accurate reports pursuant to, among other provisions,
11 CF.R. § 104.14{d). See Exhibit 4 attached hereto.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF

Based on the foregoing, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election
Commission investigate this violation and determine that the Committee and Cooney have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act and the regulations of the Federal Election
Commission, as referenced above.

Further, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission
conduct a thorough review of the Committee's records, and the records of Cooney for Congress,
in order to determine whether the contributions made to Cooney for Congress were derived from
permissible sources pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act,

Further, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission
conduct a thorough review of the Committee's records and tbe records of Cooney for Congress,
in order to discover further violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act and the regulations
of the Federal Election Commission.



Further, the undersigned respectfully requests the Federal Election Commission to assess
all appropriate penalties for said violation(s) in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(5XA), or any
other enforcement provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

The above statements are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: Pecerflgier
JeffTi
^}&

Subscribed and sworn before me thisc-JI day ofDeeember,

m
.NotaryPubUc

Inghani County, Michigan
Acting in Ingham County, Michi
My commission expires: 3rT

5W757 l.DOC



Michigan Committee Statement of Organization Page 1 ofJ

Department ^State Micnigangou

.SOS Hen* | Btctiom toMchjoan Home | CaniietSOS

Committee Statement of Organization
The Documents Sent & Received Listing for this cornuiiuee is ai the bottom of this screen.
Jump to the documenis on file

Committee 1D#:
Type oT Filing:
^ufl Name Of Committee:

Committee Type:
Date Committee Was Formed:
Committee Phone Number:
Committee Mail Address

Committee Street Address:

Treasurer Name:
Mailing Address:

Phone:
Designated Recordkeeper Name:
Address:

Phone:
Reporting Waiver

001176
Original
ALLEO AN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE}

County Pol. Patty

069)673-5585
327HUBBARDST
ALLEOAN, MI 49010

327 HUBBARD 5T
ALLEGAN, MI 49010

BENJAMIN? CLARK
1096 34TH ST
ALLEOAN, MI 49010
(269)673-6068

MELODIES DOBBINS
3961 U2THAVE
ALLEGAN, Ml 49010
(269)673-8027

Lost waiver on 10/26/2004

Names and Addresses of depositories or intended depositories of committee funds
Official Depository

Secondary Depository

NATIONAL CITY BANK
855MARSHALLST
ALLEGAN, MI 49010

Documents On File:

Click on a Document to access data and images for this committee. N/A = Not applicable to this Document Type.

tttp://miboecfi-.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/cfr/com_det.cgi?com_id=1176 12/10/2008



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau of Elections 306923

FOB OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Report must be toplNe, typed or prinM h ink and tfgned by
1he treasurer or ojtfgnated MOOR) keeper. 3. Thb Slatsmenl covers Rom: 08/26/20

Mo
To 10/11

Year

1. Committee I.D. Number

001173-7

4. Committee* Moling Address

327 Hubbard Street

Altegan Ml 49010

Arm Cods and Phono (2B0I 67»6565

AJlegwi County Democratic Party Jf tfw adduce to ihh box to dlhmv from Uw eomirtlMmUfru tMes* on lha SUiMwm of
. mil nMy to Mrt to Hik O«|MN by tfw IMn0 OI&

0. Treasurer* NAIIM and Addrew {RBsktontlil or Business)
Ben dark

1096 34th St

AJIagan Ml 49010

ATM Co<te end Phono (260) 873-6066 Driver Uconaa «(Optional)

6. DMlgnatod Beoord KMp«n NVM and MaHlng Addrew {If t» commiWw ha$ a Designated Rtcord Keeper)
Catherine Brockington

Drt»r License «(0plorai)
Ml 49453

AIM Coda and Phone

7. TYPE OP STATEMENT:

7a.Q PRE-ELECTION

OR

7b.Q POSTELECTION

Pre-Ehdlon or Post-EteoHon SMemern lalaue NX

D PRIMARY

D SCHOOL

D CONVENTION

Date at Election:

uD GENERAL

D SPECIAL

D CAUCUS

11/04gQOfl
Monit Day Year

7C-D ANNUAL STATSHENTT

( __——Ccwage Year)

7dQ AMENDMENT TO CAMPAIGN
STATEMENT

(Compete Hem 7a, 7b, 7c or 7e to indcrte
which Stalement to being amended}

DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEE
Effective Data ol OtesoKrtton

ol reakiial funds must
SB.

ip̂ reisiBiejiiejn̂ ei QnjejjBippH should aoooHipajry INS Cisjnpalpjn Statemonji If e je^ueet toijB
rae flwi daedMne ore MOjulnMi canpalsjn etalewieni, the! campaign atalenent can not be'

Vetwrtohotl Fon or before

10. VVartfcalton: I oenaV inei all reasonable d)*>nee wu used In He pr«i)anUonoftriUsiaiememandaUeiAedscheAiMBOIany)aridio
beat of my fentttaqp and beflel the contents are true, aocuiweandeomplebi.

orDN^palodReoordKeeper Ben Ctofk
Type or Print Name Slgnaure

rutm 10/24/2006
Monlh Day Year

CFRRtv 7ITie89ppoa» AuttiorHy grantad under PA. 388 of 1976



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau oJ Elections 306923

1. Committee I.D. Number 001176-7 _

2. rvunmiitoa u«ma AlleQan County Deinocratlc Party

a. Nwm and addmio((»non or vendor lo whom
the expenditure was made

Expenditure* 7

Name: Linda Reynolds

Address: _
193 28th Street

Altegan Ml 49010
4- Purpose* BUfflMr r^^fW*

ExpendBurc Cod* . .„ SA p_

Expenditure* 0

Name: Richmond Creative

AddreM:
409 Monroe 91

Altagan Ml 49010
i P,-̂ ^ AdDesian

PMpanrMim r.orto- PA ,

Expvncflureff a

Name: Cooney For Congress

Addren:
PO Box 24M

KaJatnazoo Ml 49001
4 pi-p»m- Donation

CunonrtHnr^rnfto- PI

S. OandMate or Ballot Proposal Information

5.
Name of Candidate

Olflot Sought a District # or Jurjjdteflor

County

Bettot Propoiai

D Check box K ekpandKun ta paymeni ol Debt
or Cblgallon reported on pievtoin staumenl

5.
NameolCandUato

Office Sought A Dtatricx • or jurlsdtoltan

County

Batal Proposal

D Check box « expondNure ta payment oJ f»N
or OMgation reported on prevloua *tatemeni

s. Don Coonev
ManwrtCendHate

Conore6«iooal 6
OfDoe Sought A Dhrtrtel f or Jurisdiction

Kfllflfnozflo
County

Ballot Proposal

D Check box K wcpandHurft b payment of Debt
or OMgelton reported on prevkxa alalemenf

6. Date

09/18/2008

09/22/2006

10/01/2008

Subtotal H» page
Grand To»l ol al Schedulet 38

(Comptett on (an page ol schedule)

7. Amount

37227

120.00

1000.00

r

1492.27

6. Cumulate
for Election or
Section Cycle

•

1000.00

PLEASE REFER TO INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIST OF EXPENDITURE CODES

Aultorlty granted under PA 388 ol 1976 CFR



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau of Elections 300454

Report must be tegtbte, typed or printed In Ink and dgnodby
fie treasurer or designated record keeper. 3. This Statement coven From: 1

FOR OFFlCiAt. USE ONLY

Mo
To 11

Year

i. Committee 1.0. Number

001178-7

4. CommlOM's Mining Address
327 Hufabard Siwet

I Committee Name

AJIegan County Democratic Party

Ategan Ml 49010

Area Code and Phone (268) 673-5585

Orgwtfzallon, iml iray b* urn »ihb Bddm* by f» (Mng

5. Treasurers Name and Address (HtsWeniW or BudneM)
Ben Clark
109634thSt

AHegan Ml 48010

Area Coda and Phone (289) 673-6068 Driver License * (Optional)

6. Dedgnated Record Keepers Name and MaWng Address (I! Ihe cgrnmrttee hac a Deslgnaled Record Keeper)
Ben Clark
1096 34th Si

AHegan Ml 49010
Area Code and Phone (268)673-6068 Driver Ucenae * (Oplkmd)

7. TYPE OF STATEMENT:

7e.D PRE-ELECTION

OR

7b.Q POST-ELECTION

Pra-Bedon or Posl-EJecflon SUUemenl relett&io:
D PRIMARY

O SCHOOL

D CONVENTION

Date ol Election:

Q GENERAL

O SPECIAL

D CAUCUS

11/04/2006
Day Year

7C.Q] ANNUAL STATEMENT

Coverage Year)

7dQ AMENDMENT TO CAMPAIGN
STATEMENT

(Complete Ham 7a. 7b, 7c or7e to Mloale
which Statement Is being amended}

DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEE
Effective Date of CN*9oUrtton

Month Day Yeer

lofOrgant
Ineoren

^rBngWj^wrrwst lite eJIr̂ red Campaign SUlATWrt*. The
bns, rrHdhtf oontrlbutbra, loans, expcodhures andouwandno debto ecu
In Mama 4.5, or 6ihai changed ahoettit Wormefcn WH jhoftnonlhe

jld aooompany thte CempalQn Vareejueelfon
menieannotbe

amancknenl

to. VerMoaHon: I centty tti«lal raMonabte dHaence «ea uaed In fie prepaie*Moimb8*Blenien1andaBBDhedichedutaa<Weny)erxJte
(he beei ol my knowledge and belet ihe contents are tone, accurate and complete.

Ban Clark
Type or Pitt Name Signature Day Year

CFRAfV Autwrtry granted under PA. 366 of IB76



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau of Ejections 309454

I. Committee I.D. Number «»176-7

2. f-nn"*i»aa Mamo Ategan County Democratic Party

3. Nemo and eddresi of person or vendor lo whom
ttwexpendlurewasmadi

Expenditure* 1

Name: Coonay For Congress

MAR*1:POBox24fl4

KaJamuoo Ml 48001
A PurpnMr .DOHBtifll.

EvptMttum Ctnim- Ol

Expenditure* 9

Name: Postmaster

Mdma:
300Trowbridg«a

Altegan Mi 48010

l;*|WH«i»r>î ___M^ ,__

Expandwref 3

Nemo: South Haven Trfcune

Ad»acs:
255C«nlBrSl.

South Haven Ml 49090
A P«rpft«- AJ .__

Pap«(Ufllum r^rto- _ JPA

S. CandkW* or Ballot Proposal Inkvmatbn

5. Don Coonav
NamoolCanoldBto

CorgnMiional 6
Ofiea Sought 4 DWrtcl # or Jurlxflciioii

K^bmvno
Coutly

Ballot PrapoMl

D Chart bo* If expondHuia la payment friDobi
orObOgatton reported on prwtoui alatamMit

e.
Nameotcandldala

Office Soughl & DMrlelff or JuriUKJtan

County

Balot Proposal

D deck box tlexpefvittiire Is payment ol Debt
orObMgalton raportad on pfevbue atatement

5.
NameofcarKfldait

Office Sought « DJatrtl* or JUrieJe"on

County

BaMPrapoMl

D Chock box If expendiure is poyment of Debt
orOblgelkiii reported on previous sMcfnert

6. Dele

10/20/2006

10/21/2006

10/21/2005

SubtoWiNspaga
Grand Total of al Schedules 39

(Complete on tot pag« oi Sehsduto)

7. Amount

1000.00

994.21

66.16

r

2062.37

6. Cumuiallve
forBedtonor
Election Cydc

100C.OO

I

-.

PLEASE REFER TOI TIONS FOR LIST OP EXPENDITURE COOES

AuthorityBWitodunderP.A aa&dl976 CFff



Image* 28993380600

FEC
FORMS

12/04/2008 12:44

REPORT OF RECEIPTS
AND DISBURSEMENTS

For An Authorized Committee
OfjfceUseOniy

1. NAME OF
COMMITTEE (In hJN)

USE KG If AIUNO LABEL Eiampfelf typing, lypa
ORTYPEORPRWnr ovtrlr*lnes

Cooney for Congress Committee

I i r i i i i i i i i t i i « i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i c L_I I

AQPRESS (numb* VK*ckwt) |Pfl.,Box^5§ , , , , , I

D Crwck If different
Itan previously
reported. (ACC)

I I I I I I I I i I I t t I I i i t i i t i i i i i

, .

2. fK IDENTIFICATION NUMBER V CITY A

L5SJ
STATE* ZIP CODE A

|C00452011

4. TYPE OF REPORT lCttt*s»C*

3, 18 THIS f3 NEW
REPORT 13 (N) OR D AMENDED

(A)

uri

STATE V

MJ

CHSTWCl

L2J

{•] OuarterlyfUpom:

Q AjKl 15 Quanoily Report (O1)

Q July IS Quwterly Rtport (02)

|J October 15 QiMtsriyRflport (03)

Q January 31 Yav^End Rflpod (YE)

Tennbwdon Report (TER)

(b) 12-Oajf PRK-Elacten Report (or (he:

Prlfnay(l2P) Q General (I2G)

ComenHon (120) R SpcoiBl(12S)

Runoff <12R)

n
Gtn«l(30G) Q Runoff (30R)

a
(c) 30-D»y POST-Bedlcn Rapori tor tie

Election on
Mthe
Sttteof

Special 006)

l ' I
Ml I

j 2006

I cerljry IMI haw examined m Rapon and to Ihe onl ol ray tamledgevribyrf It Is true, correct oil conpte.

TypeorPriniNemedTreMurer ROBERT EUGENE SNYt3ER

Signature olTreHurer EleetfonleBly Fted by ROBERT EUGENE SKYDER Date r.2008

NOTE :Submfnton of Use, erroneoui. ff tacompMeMorraBflon may subject (he peraon tlonlng tfiia Report lothepanaitea or 2 U.S.C 437g.

OHtoe
Use
Orty

FEC FORMS
1R**99d 080003}

FE5AN01B



A.

B.

SCHEDULE A (FEC Form 3 ) û .̂  *«*•*)
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS SLlS?98^0!11*Delated Summary Page

FOR LINE NUMBER: [ PAGE 17/28
(check only one)

R ltaQllbn "o n 11d
12 n i3a n i» n u n «

Any information copied from such Reports and Statement! may not be wlrftt used by any ponon for (he purpose of collelfngcantribuf ions
or for oontnen^piyposes, ether than using tte
V NAME OF COMMITTEE (In FuU)
/ Coonay tar Congress Committee

Pull Name (Last, fi*L MWdle InKM)
AMERICA'S LEADERSHIP PAC

Matt* Address 60714THST.NW
STE.800

CRy Stale Zip Code
WASHINGTON DC agpo^

FEC ID number of contributing
fed** pelted gcmrfltae

Name of Employer

necelptFor: 2006
PI Primary Q Gwerai
LJ Other ttpeelfyJv

Cl C00375584 I

Oocvpeton

6iec8anCyde4o-Date T

1000.00

Ft* Name (last F«1. Mttfle WW)
CONYER3 FOR CONGRESS
Memo Addien 1031 N. Edgewood Si.

Gib; State Zip Code
Arlinotqn yA 828ft1
FEC ID numbv of eomrihuling
lederel peWcal oommmee.

Nam* of Employer

ReceiplFan 2008
Q Prlnwy Q General
LJoihar (specify)*

|CJ(XXM09797 . . .~1

Occupation

Election Cycte-to-Daie T

2000.00

Fun Name (last, Ftrtt, Mlddta Inltel)
KALAMA20O COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Matt* Address 3254 WESTNEDGE

Cfty Stale ZipCode
KALAArtAZQQ Ml 4flDDi
FEC ID number of conUfbuIng
federel poUcel commtoee.

Name of employer

ReceeitFor: 2008
PI Primary H8 Genera)
noiheMspetfy)*

|C| C00465691 1

Occupeion

EJeefanCycb>to-Dele T

1700.00

Date of Receipt

| l j ] ' PoSl 1 T . 2JpOJBY

Tnneaoilon Rh SA11 B^620
Amount of Each Receipt this Period

I 1000.00

i—i Uirtt tnoreaaed Due » Opponent's
LJ Spending (2 U5.C. 441a(l)M41e-1}

Dale of Receipt

( i D l r l̂| 1 . 200j& |
Traneacthm ID: SA1 1 B.5605
Amount of Each Receipt this Period

| 2000.00

D Limit Increased Due to OppomnCc
Spending {2 U.S.C. 441a@M41a-1)

DetsofRwelpt

hoi ' f a s l ' P '. iio'jT 1
TreneaettonlD: SA11B.56JO
Amount of Each Recelpl Ms Pertcd

I 1700.00 I

i— i LlmHIncreandDueiDOpponanre
LJ Spending (2 U.5.C. 441a(iy44lo-1)

SUBTOTAL of ReceipttTWsl»eoe(€plaf«l) — ft» l-^-»— *— . . • f ̂ -QP . 1

TOTAL This Period flest Baas We Ine number onM *• ' • ' ' * • ' " " *•••"• ' • '

FECS«h«JuteA( Forma J (RertMd02/2003}



Image* 29993380617

C.

SCHEDULE A (FEC Form 3 )

ITEMIZED RECEIPTS
DcteRed Summary Page

FOF
(cfx

F
\LH£ NUMBER: I PAGE 18/28
ck only one)
Ina [3 11b PI He n lid

12 n i3a n I* n 14 n «
Am information copTedfiom such Reporti end S^
or far commercial purposes, other than using the name andaotteMofafypottcdcorrariitleetosdU

V NAMEOFCOMMIVTEEGnFuq

/ Cooney for Congress Committee

Ful Name (Last, Fkal, MWdto Wtial)
KALAMAZOO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
MaMnDAddreM 3254 WESTNEDGE

City State Zip Code

Ml 49001

lodeial poMca! commkiee p| C00455S91 |

Name of Employer

Receipt FOR 2008
n Primary Qj Qenenri

Ful Name (Last First. MM* MtU)
KALAMA2DO COUNTY DEMORATO PARTY

Occupation

QacflonCycle-to-Date V

I 2300/00

Uaino. Address 3254 WESTNEDGE

C«y
KALAMA2OO

FEC D number of ooniribullno
federal poHoel commHne.

Name of Employer

Receipt For: 2008
n Primary Q General

8We Zip Code

Ml 48001

|C| 000455891
_t_

Ooncufion

EtecSoiCyclt-to-Oaie T

1000.00

Fun Name (Last, Ftat, Mttfla Into)
UAW - V • CAP IUAW VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM)

Maflna Address 8000 EAST JEFFERSON

Cfty
DETROIT

SKKS*
NamaofEfnjpioyer

Receipt For. 2005
[I Primary Qj General

[Jotritr(8pecify>T

SUBTOTAL of RecelpU This Page (cpUonel) -~

Stale Zip Cod*
Mi 48214

|C| COD002840 ' ' ' |

Occupation

Election Cycteto-Dato T

1 2300.00

^

Dated Receipt

I
T

U ' VI / IB •!> t / V Vf ' V • V'l
1 J) I I 3 1 1 - 2, 0 0,8 1

raneedton O: SA11 B.S81 6
Affleuru of Each Receipt (Ms Period

2300.00

n UmR (ncreased Due to Opponents
Sperdng (2U.S.C. 44ia(,y441a-1)

Dale of Receipt

lloTriol' 'ViiDjI
Transaction ID: SA1 1 B.6054
Amciint of Each Receipt ttt Period

1000.00

3 Spending (2 U.S.C. 441*0/*41ih1}

DateofRoceipl

"i" ' [ J B ! ' T.zioiTl
Traneacfcn Bh 8A1 1 B.6677
Amount of Each ftecefetthb Period

TOTAL This Pertad Oa« oaoa ink Hne number oflM — *

23CD.OO

-] Urnft Increued Due ttQpponenft
J Spending (2 U.6.C. 44ia(l)/44la-l)

. . . STOP-OP , |

10300JX)

FECGehtdul»A< Fttrml


